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Message of support from the Provincial St. Bernard Mizeki Men’s Guild

Father Mize and the Family at large!

We have heard the slamming of that final door through which no traveller returns, the news may have been expected but it is still unwelcomed. 
The St. Bernard Mizeki Men’s Guild at large would like to convey to you and the Mize family our deepest condolences during your time of mourning. 
There is no amount of solace that can take the pain of losing someone dear and very much close to your heart that we might give, but it may comfort you and the family to know that you are in our prayers and we are also mourning the great life that Mama Mize has lived. Her life was that of a servant that was well put by JJR Jolobe when he wrote the following poem:

“Ukwenziwa komkhonzi”

Andisenakubuza ndithi kunjani na
Ukukhanywa yintambo yedyokhwe emqaleni
Kuba ndizibonele kwinkabi yomqokozo,
Ubumfama bamehlo busukile ndagqala
Kuba ndikubonile ukwenziwa komkhonzi
Kwinkatyana yedyokhwe

Yabigudile intle, izalelw’ inkululeko
Ingaceli nto mntwini izingca ngobunkomo
Uthe umntu mayibanjwe iqeqeshwe ithambe,
Ezilungiselela ngokunga uyasiza,
Kuba ndikubonile ukwenziwa komkhonzi
Kwinkatyana yedyokhwe

Ngamanye amaxa ndiyibonile isebenzisa uphondo lwayo
Ukuhlaba umlingane wayo edyokhweni
Enye idyokhwe le ibigazi linye nayo
Isuka kumhlambi mnye kunye nayo
Kodwa ubunzima nomvambo wedyokhwe,
Wenze ukuba zingafunani, zicaphukelane

[bookmark: _GoBack]The life she lived as servant is the one that was filled with joy and grief, a life that was full of challenges and a number of fulfilled milestones. Most of those successes were not what was written in her servant life but that which she achieved through her husband, children and family. The phrase that says, “behind every successful man, there is a woman” cannot be truer than it is now, for it is through her life of a servant that the Diocese of Grahamstown is priding itself for having a President of the Men’s Guild in the person of Father Mize.
We might not fully understand the pain and grief that you might be faced with currently though we might have traversed the path that came to you unexpectedly, for you still had plans ahead of you and goals to achieve together. When Charles Dickens wrote a book titled “The Tale of Two Cities” he addressed the life we once lived in the days of apartheid, but it surely befits the kind of mixed feelings that Father Mize and the family at large might be faced with now. Charles wrote and said: 

It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was a season of light, it was the season of darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair, we had everything before us, we had nothing before us.

It is during such times that we need to cling more to the graces God has blessed us with, it is during such times that we need to count our blessings and celebrate a life well lived, a life that will remain engraved in our hearts for all the best it has brought in our lives. When celebrating Mama Mize’s life, it is difficult not to think of Proverbs 31, “A woman of substance.”

May Mama Mize’s soul rest in Peace and rise in Glory!
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